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Question 20 provided space for additional commentary. It was diffi-
cult to take this survey if the respondent taught at more than one institution
or offered a variety of courses (at differing levels) to students with a wide
range of ability and interest. One respondent suggested more examples of
terminology would have been helpful. Data from this research project sub-
stantiates the statement offered by one colleague: “Technology supports
the classroom, but we find that the traditional classroom environment (vs.
distance learning and electronic commentary) is still best.”

Limitations and Implications for Research

Although the issue of “Media Evolution and its Correlative Effect
upon Curricular Instruction in the Twenty-first Century” was researched
primarily through means of a survey of educators, this study has limita-
tions that should be recognized and that could lead to further research.

1) Results from the four professional associations surveyed
were not equally represented and the number of respondents
was relatively small with a total of 77 responses. Since the
author is a member of MEIEA, this organization of educa-
tors responded with over 25% of its membership taking the
survey. Approximately 20% of the members of AES took
the survey, a lesser percentage of AAAE responded, and
only one member of BEA was included in the data.

2) Results from the respondents to the survey was analyzed
collectively, rather than assessed individually by profes-
sional association.

3) This survey assumed the respondent was a specialist in
type and level of instruction, while in fact many educators
teach a wide range of courses, at introductory and advanced
levels, and even at a variety of institutions. It was therefore
difficult for those taking the survey to categorize, label,
and summarize what they taught, especially when asked to
define a diversity of course offerings. They could have been
instructed to fill out a survey for each class they taught.
However, this would have been more time consuming. The
author designed a twenty-minute survey with questions of-
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fering choices, rather than being open-ended, intentionally,
to entice more educators to participate in the survey.

The initial findings from this study are instructive in establishing
benchmark indicators for current pedagogical methodology in the media,
yet there are implications, not substantiated, that warrant further investi-
gation. Future surveys could reveal how quickly, and in what direction,
media pedagogy and educational goals are shifting. Are pedagogical para-
digms keeping pace with the evolutionary change in business economics
and technological advancements? Will media education shift to a more ex-
periential, global, and entrepreneurial emphasis in the near future? These
questions still need additional research to formulate definitive answers.

Conclusion

Educators in the twenty-first century must be lifelong learners. Al-
though they need not fear becoming obsolete, they will feel increasing
pressure to bring their methods and curriculum into line with the way the
modern world works. As the world shrinks through digital communication
and global commerce, the question of how to prepare our students for a
future that we cannot clearly describe remains a hot topic around the water
coolers of higher education. David Warlick, an educational consultant, and
author of Redefining Literacy for the 21* Century (2004), believes the next
generation of technologically savvy students will find some answers be-
cause they have more tools at their disposal and will be comfortable with
new business models that embrace the future. Kusek and Leonhard in their
book The Future of Music: Manifesto for the Digital Music Revolution see
opportunities for change and growth, especially for creative thinkers. Let
us hope, with the careful guidance of innovative and informed educators,
this prediction holds true and we are able to share with our students of
the future the “portable” skills of critical thinking, making connections
between ideas, and a quest for lifelong learning.
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