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Abstract
The impact that COVID-19 has had on pedagogical in-

struction of recording technologies, the music business, 
podcasting, and other aspects of audio production cannot be 
overstated. Many of us scrambled in the early shift towards 
online instruction and have continued to innovate ways to 
make virtual and face-to-face instruction work during a 
global pandemic. This presentation will share strategies for 
maintaining a rigorous curriculum while meeting the educa-
tional and emotional needs of students during this unprec-
edented time.

In the virtual teaching space, the pandemic accelerated 
technologies that were already in place such as Zoom and 
Canvas, but also exposed the weaknesses of these platforms 
for the higher fidelity needs of professional audio produc-
tion. Browser-based audio recording platforms such as Riv-
erside, Squadcast, Zencastr, and Bandlab have attempted 
to fill these higher-level needs with varying levels of suc-
cess. A platform that receives specific attention in this pre-
sentation is Soundtrap. Owned by Spotify, Soundtrap is a 
browser-based digital audio workstation (DAW) that can be 
used for music and podcast recording, post-production, and 
publishing. Emphasis is also be placed upon safety innova-
tions for face-to-face learning including caring for students 
well-being alongside their educational goals.
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